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LETTER OF SUPPORT  - Law on Personal Assistance – Slovenia

Drar Madam/Sir,

Center for Independent Living Serbia implemented the Personal Assistance service from 2003 and after a years of project funding we provide Standards and Criteria for this support that are adopted at Ministry for Labor and Social Policy. http://www.zavodsz.gov.rs/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=131&Itemid=143 
Now we are a step closer its institutionalization through new Law on Social Protection which also recognise this support service for persons with disability. It is very important for us as it will be the recognition the philosophy of independent living that we are promoting and fighting for self-determination, equal opportunities and self-respect. 
Slovenia went a step forward preparing the Law on Personal Assistance and therefore we appeal to you also to respect the basic principles in that philosophy which are:
· Choice
· decision making
· control
· responsibility and
· right to fail
and consequently the precognition for independent living of persons with disabilities is service of personal assistants. 

We would also like to stress that persons with disability are the experts on their needs, they must take initiative individually and collectively, in designing and promoting better solutions and must organize themselves for political power, so they could be your best coworkers in designing and finalizing this so important document.
That is why we would like to pledge to you to consider all the best solutions working on Law on Personal Assistance as it will have enormous impact on future generations and which should include some of the vital provisions that would enable Independent living for disabled persons.
Looking forward for this such important Law in the region, 

Mimica Zivadinovic
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